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Information Paper:  Recommended Curriculum for High School Students interested in a Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing (BSN)

1.  High School students who think they might be interested in pursuing a Nursing degree in college need to prepare early.  High Schools generally have different curriculums for students depending on whether the student plans to attend a vocational or technical program versus college upon graduation from high school.  Students intent on obtaining a BSN need to be placed in a Pre-college curriculum.  At a minimum, this will include:


Science- Minimum of three years (not including General Science)



One of which should be a laboratory course



Many schools prefer a full 4 years of science


English- Four years



Two units emphasizing composition or writing skills


Mathematics- Four years



Algebra I and higher, i.e. Geometry, Algebra II, Trigonometry



At least one semester of trigonometry recommended for students who plan           

                         to major in engineering or science

Social Studies- Three years


Fine Arts- one unit


Foreign Language- two units of a single foreign language

2.  Passing grades in all sciences is a requirement with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 2.5 (excluding non-academic type courses).  

3.  ACT of at least 22 with no subscores below 20.  The ACT (or SAT) should be taken in the spring of the  junior year or early in the senior year to ensure results are back prior to scholarship and school application deadlines.

4.  These are just guidelines.  Different state guidelines may vary slightly, and private colleges and universities standards may be different from state schools.  The more competitive schools may have higher GPA and standardized test requirements.

